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	Name
	Jonathan Lloyd Jones
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CONSULTATION PRO-FORMA
	Page number/section number/
line number
	Comment

	Aim of document 
	We support the aim of this document to bring together a suite of guidance documents, tools and useful resources, in one place, as an easy-access resource library that can be used by staff working in care homes with the aim of patients obtaining the best outcomes from medicines for patients in Wales.

This aligns with a key recommendation from the 2016 RPS Wales Policy - "Improving Medicines Use for Care Home Residents”:
The development of national standards for medicines training to ensure uniformity across Wales as well as reflecting current practice for care home staff



	General comment
	No prompt here to review medication and tackle polypharmacy which has been identified as a problem in care home residents. Reference could be made to the All-Wales Polypharmacy Guidance for Prescribing 
 ,The STOPP/START Criteria for Potentially Inappropriate Prescribing in Older People 
, NO TEARS Tool for Medication Review 
.

	General comment
	It would be helpful to include the need for reviews of medication. A key recommendation from the 2016 RPS Wales Policy - "Improving Medicines Use for Care Home Residents was that 

‘Residents should receive a minimum of one annual medication review from a pharmacist, with additional support for significant medication changes. For patients with complex medication regimens, this review should increase to every 3-6 months’

	General comment
	The evaluation of Medicines Optimisation in Care Homes 
published by Midlands and Lancashire Commissioning Support Unit for NHS England & Improvement in May 2021 could be referenced. The review demonstrated clear benefits of pharmacy involvement for residents. Key benefits were identified as reducing  doses, stopping unnecessary medicines, reducing the use of medicines that cause drowsiness to reduce risk of falls and increase alertness, and helping patients and their carers understand the purpose of the medicines better. Further improvements in waste reduction were evidenced by the MOCH medicines waste quality improvement project, which produced a reduction in  avoidable  waste  of  £152,000  from two  PDSA  audit cycles.

	General comment
	It would we welcome if guidance could be included to support the care homes process when there is a change in care setting for any residents. The safe transfer of information about medication, and the patients understanding of this, is critical to ensure safety. This has been highlighted in evaluation of the DMR service in Community pharmacy.



	70-138
	Really helpful starting point for developing a care home medicine policy

	153-54, 182-183 and 193
	States that the resident’s GP should also agree to the use of homely remedies for the treatment of minor ailments, could there be  a role for another HCP such as pharmacists here?

	302-304
	Could provide detail on what a member of staff needs to be qualified 

	369
	Could near misses by collated across Wales?

	408
	Helpful starting point but must be carried out by a suitably qualified member of staff. 

	444
	Does this need to be a GP? Many other HCP, including pharmacist, now lead on elements of prescribing form a GP practice. The vision for pharmacy in Wales is to have a prescriber in every community pharmacy by 2030, could this be considered as a route for bulk prescribing of POM and P medicines 

	545
	Helpful to have this form

	Page 46
	Helpful monthly medicine review proforma but must be carried out by a suitably qualified member of staff. 

A key recommendation from the 2016 RPS Wales Policy - "Improving Medicines Use for Care Home Residents”:
‘Inspections of care homes should include the expertise of a pharmacist to address medication issues and improve medicines safety’

	Page 50
	Helpful individual resident MAR chart review proforma but must be carried out by a suitably qualified member of staff.

	727
	Really helpful summary of expiry definitions, aware of issues caused by this. 

	739
	Would recommend contact with a pharmacist if not used within 28 days regardless of ingredients as it may not be clinically suitable 

	804
	Will become increasingly important with duration of prescribing likely to increases as a result of the review of dispensing volumes in community pharmacy 2022

	822 
	Helpful summary of expiry dates for products and examples of product-specific expiry dates

	840
	Helpful summary of storage requirements of common medicines

	876
	Helpful form to use as community pharmacy notification: Medicine dispensed out of hours at another pharmacy.
However, we believe that with patient consent, all pharmacists directly involved in patient care should have full read and write access to the patient health record in the interest of high quality, safe and effective patient care.

	884
	This has been highlighted as an area that needed guidance. Great to have a checklist for Care home visits
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