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	Name
	Alwyn Fortune

	Organisation/Company
	Royal Pharmaceutical Society


CONSULTATION PRO-FORMA
Do you think the work identified by AWTTC is in line with Welsh Government’s priorities and would be helpful to NHS Wales?

	The RPS welcomes the opportunity to comment on the topics identified for inclusion in the AWTTC work programme for 22/23.
We believe that the topics identified are in line with the Welsh Government priorities and would be beneficial to NHS Wales.

The RPS recognises the significant role Pharmacy currently plays and the potential role it can play in these five priority areas and look forward to supporting and working in collaboration with the AWTTC.



Are there any work priorities you would like to see included?

	None



Are there any work priorities listed that you think should be removed?
	None



Any further comments you may have can be submitted using the table below.
	Page number/section number/
line number
	Comment

	Page 3/section 1.6
	Unsure if the 20th Anniversary conference sits under the topic of supporting the ‘NHS as it responds and recovers from COVID-19’? Consider highlighting in the introduction/context section instead.

	Page 3/section 1.5
	Following the ‘positive pharmacy care law’, the distribution of community pharmacies in Wales are heavily weighted in the areas of highest social deprivation. More than half of all community pharmacies in Wales are located in the bottom two quintiles of socioeconomic deprivation, where the need for healthcare services is greatest, ensuring they are ideally placed to help tackle health inequalities.
The collation of data on prescribing practice is welcomed and we fully support AWTTC analysis to identity priority areas regarding social deprivation to inform national and local planning to help tackle health inequalities across Wales.
With the rapid expansion of the numbers of Pharmacist Independent prescribers in Wales, building on existing services offered through pharmacies, we look forward to this role being recognised and fully utilised to benefit the NHS in these areas and release capacity in other parts of the system.


	Page 4/Section 2.1,2.2
	We fully support plans to optimise medicines and to ensure best value from the medicines used in Wales. A focus on patient outcomes rather than cost-driven prescribing should remain a central focus of the medicines optimisation work. Assessing the impact of prescribing and dispensing practice on medicines waste could be added to the workplan, including a measure to assess how value based medicines approaches are impacting on medicines waste. 
Recognise the potential and significant role Pharmacogenomics can play in this area. Pharmacogenomics aims to provide the right medicine, at the right dose with optimal outcome which is believed to result in direct benefits to the patient in terms of reduced medicine related harm in addition to increased medicines adherence. The potential benefits to the NHS include reduced medicines waste by using the right drug first time, more efficient use of a clinicians’ time, a potential reduction in overall cost of healthcare (as a result of fewer patients experiencing adverse drug reactions, reducing the necessity for further dugs to be trialled) and potentially reduced hospital admissions. The RPS has a dedicated pharmacogenomics programme currently underway and have  produced a position statement for the role of pharmacy in pharmacogenomics with clear recommendations for consideration regarding implementation.


	Page 4: Section 3
	We welcome plans to promote Wales’ role in UK life sciences. While there is recognition of the need to horizon scan emerging technologies, it may be advisable to make a specific mention in the workplan to the development of personalised medicines and pharmacogenomics, the exciting potential benefits of which are highlighted above. This has the potential to link in with the work of the AWTTC around optimisation of medicines and value based prescribing.


	Page 4/Section 4.1a
	Recognise the role of Pharmacy in supporting the Valproate pregnancy prevention programme.

Through counselling, Patient Information Leaflets, use of warning stickers on dispensing packaging and submitting data in relation to the safe prescribing of Sodium Valproate.

Ensure this valuable resource is utilised when publishing a sodium valproate action plan.
Share learning and best practice form the work already being done in this area, of which Pharmacy is integral, promoting collaboration across all healthcare settings which is essential to avoid duplication and encourage a consistent way of working to gain the best outcome for patients.


	Page 5/section 4.1b
	The RPS recognises the significant amount of work involved in supporting the safer prescribing of Opioids and the important role Pharmacy can play in this.

Pharmacists are ideally placed to counsel and educate at the start point of prescribing and dispensing.  

Community pharmacies are ideally placed to host national targeted public health campaigns around misuse and dependence on both prescribed and over the counter (OTC) Opioids.

Consider not only prescribed but also OTC Opioids, which, subject to abuse, can sometimes be the gateway medicines for people seeking stronger prescribed opioid painkillers. Improved collaboration, better inclusion of Pharmacists in multi-disciplinary teams and consideration to a shared method of recording OTC purchases could help to identify overuse, misuse and enable action to prevent harm.



	Page 5/section 5.3
	The RPS recognises the huge role the NHS has in tackling climate change at source.

Following on from the publication of its climate declaration in September 2021; the RPS, in collaboration with Pharmacy Declares, have recently published a climate change charter, inviting pharmacy teams around the world to sign up and commit to action.

Of most relevance to the work of AWTTC, we have also published a series of policies on medicines and their impact on climate change, many of its recommendations would be relevant to the proposed sustainability strategy outlined in the plan. The RPS looks forward to exploring any future collaboration work in this area helping to support its delivery.
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