
Good Practice Guidance on:
the Procurement and Supply of Pharmaceutical Specials
update June 2011

In response to comments received about the 
Society’s Good Practice Guidance on the 
Procurement and Supply of Pharmaceutical 
Specials, published in June 2010, we have clarified 
the advice it includes about crushing tablets and 
opening capsules.  Reference to this option has 
been deleted from the hierarchy of risk which 
now relates only to choice of medicinal product.   
The circumstances in which it may be in the 
patient’s best interests to choose a licensed 
product but to recommend administration by 
“off-label” means, such as crushing a tablet,  is 
discussed separately as follows:  

“When considering how best to supply essential 
medicines for a patient unable to swallow 
tablets or capsules, pharmacists should use their 
professional judgement to choose the most 
appropriate product for an individual patient, 
taking into account the views of the prescriber 
as well as the clinical needs of the patient,  their 
wishes and capabilities and  those of their 
carers, where relevant.  There may be some 
circumstances where crushing is clearly the 
preferred option such as when a stable oral liquid 
product can’t be formulated or made available 
when required, or if the patient finds an oral 
liquid unacceptable. Fine-bore tubes may be easily 
blocked by viscous liquids and tablet particles. 
Where this is a potential issue, pharmacists are 
recommended to consult specialist references 
such as the Handbook of Drug Administration 
via Enteral Feeding Tubes (Pharmaceutical Press). 
It is important for pharmacists to be aware 
that there are risks & responsibilities associated 
with the dispensing of Specials as well as with 
recommending crushing/splitting tablets or 
opening capsules.  Pharmacists should use their 
professional judgement to make a decision in 
the best interests of each patient, to optimise 
treatment and to minimise the risk of harm.”

Where to go for further information

RPS Support: 0845 257 2570
Email: support@rpharms.com
Website:
www.rpharms.com/best-practice/specials.asp

Supporting guidance

Please read: Pharmaceutical Issues when 
Crushing, Opening or Splitting Oral Dosage 
Forms (June 2011) available at:
www.rpharms.com/best-practice/specials.asp
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